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The Providence/Boston Center for AIDS Research Substance Use Research
Core (SURC) is led by co-Directors Christopher Kahler, PhD (Brown University) and
Karsten Lunze, MD, MPH, DrPH (Boston University).

Drawing on the expertise of its faculty members, the core offers comprehensive
support to investigators conducting substance use and HIV research. Since 2020, the
core has been active on the national stage by leading the Inter-CFAR Substance Use
Research Community (I-SURC), which brings together hundreds of HIV and
substance use researchers across the country. Through the I-SURC, the core
provides a number of resources and opportunities for early-stage investigators,
including being matched with a mentor, presenting work to a national audience, and
receiving feedback on K or R-level grants from leading experts in HIV and substance
use research across the CFARs. If you are not yet a member, you can join the I-
SURC here and view our past and future events on our webpage.

Within our CFAR, the core is working on establishing two interest groups to serve as
platforms for Prov/Bos CFAR researchers to discuss their HIV and substance use
work, brainstorm solutions to shared challenges, and enable a rapid response to
funding announcements. One group will coalesce investigators around HIV/substance
use research in international settings and one group will focus on HIV prevention and
PrEP.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND TRAININGS

Wednesday, May 28, 2025
1PM-2PM ET

International Urban Arch
Webinar

Topic: Alcohol Research Consortium
in HIV: Ending the HIV Epidemic
through Interventions and
Epidemiology at the Intersection of
the Alcohol and HIV Care Continua.

Join us to hear Dr. Geetanjali
Chander (University of Washington)
present progress and emerging
results from the Alcohol Research
Consortium in HIV (ARCH) P01
program

Location: Zoom

Register Here!

June 5 - 6, 2025

Second Artificial Intelligence /
Human Intelligence &
Immunoinformatic Workshop

Join Us for a 2-Day In-Person Event
on AI/ML in Immunology &
Bioinformatics!

► Researchers, clinicians, and
students are invited to explore
emerging trends and connect with
experts in immunoinformatic,
computational vaccinology, and
biologics immuno-engineering.

Location: South Street Landing, 350
Eddy St, Providence, RI 02903

Learn More & Register

June 17, 2025
8:30AM - 3:00PM

The Emerging Areas of Science
IDeA Symposium: “Chronic
Diseases: From Cells to
Community” 

► Meet us at the intersection of
molecular discovery and community
health. This dynamic symposium will
explore cutting-edge research and Learn More & Register

https://mednews.uw.edu/news/chander/GIM
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/pb0XplBg80OjQWyU-fgp5A/project-details/10922739#description
https://bostonmedicalcenter.zoom.us/meeting/register/xccIQIW8SC2FFOVaUsq2CA#/registration
https://epivax.com/ai-hi-workshop/
https://brown.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ezH8dN5tCeUAZ7M


innovative collaborations that are
transforming the way we
understand biology and improve
human well-being—from the
smallest molecule to large
populations.

Location: The Warren Alpert
Medical School of Brown University.

July 14 - 18, 2025

BRIDGE Implementation Science
Trainings

Location: South Street Landing
Providence, RI

July 14 - 16: Foundational
Implementation Science Bootcamp

July 17-18: Advanced
Implementation Methods Workshop

Register Here!

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
 

Cesar Augusto Caceres Award:
Innovations inn HIV Prevention
and Care

► The Cesar Augusto Caceres Award for
Innovations in HIV Prevention and Care
honors innovative uses of technology in
HIV prevention and treatment, from
smart health apps to AI-driven
medicine.

►The $25,000 award is open for
applications until May 15, 2025.

► Please visit the website for information

about award eligibility and how to apply. 

► Application Deadline: May 15, 2025

Apply Here!

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Health Equity Grant Opportunities

Rapid Response Research Grants:
For early to mid-career researchers of
color affected by loss of federal
funding.
► Awards: $50K–$200K (up to 24
months) ► Interested? Register for an informational

https://payment.brown.edu/C20460_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=5558&SINGLESTORE=true
https://aahivm.org/caceres-award-for-innovations/
https://aahivm.org/caceres-award-application/
https://www.evidenceforaction.org/funding/rapid-response-research-awards
https://ucsf.zoom.us/webinar/register/6617449950233/WN_1mYVqH5ETIaqvAKGoo_4Eg#/registration


► Brief proposals due May 28, 2025
– 3 PM EDT

New Research Support Awards:
For community-driven health equity
projects.
► Awards:

Up to 4 grants of $250K
Up to 4 grants of $500K
(Each for up to 36 months)

► Letters of intent due July 16,
2025 – 3 PM EDT

webinar, May 2nd, 2:00PM ET.

Learn More

SCIENCE SPOTLIGHT

 

Patricia Cioe, PhD

Associate Professor,

Brown University School

of Public Health

Dr. Patricia Cioe is Associate Professor of Behavioral
and Social Sciences at the Brown University School of
Public Health (SPH), Center for Alcohol & Addiction
Studies. Dr. Cioe’s program of research uses mixed
methods to design tailored behavioral interventions
that help people with HIV reduce cardiovascular risk,
with a particular focus on smoking cessation and
harm reduction. As a licensed, certified nurse
practitioner, she has been providing care to patients
with HIV since 2001. Dr. Cioe especially enjoys
mentoring students at the SPH, and her current
doctoral student recently described her as a mentor
who “offers unwavering support and inspiring
guidance, which continuously encourages me to think
critically, innovate, and apply practical solutions to
complex problems.” In her free time, she enjoys
traveling, hiking in national parks, and relaxing by
the Rhode Island shore.

Miriam Harris, MD,

MSc

Dr. Miriam Harris is an addiction medicine specialist
and co-medical director of the Rhode Island overdose
prevention center, focusing on women's health and
substance use. Her mixed-methods research
examines treatment experiences and how to
integrate sexual and reproductive health services
within substance use service settings. Specifically,
she focuses on enhancing HIV prevention for women
who use drugs. Utilizing her clinical and research
platforms, she advocates for structural changes to
improve substance use treatment and harm reduction
in New England. A native Canadian, Dr. Harris is also
passionate about hockey and enjoys watching the
new professional women's league with her family.

https://www.evidenceforaction.org/funding/new-research-support-awards
https://anr.rwjf.org/viewCfp.do?cfpId=1734&cfpOverviewId=


Assistant Professor,

Boston University,

Chobanian & Avedisian

School of Medicine

Abigail (Abby) W.

Batchelder, PhD,

MPH

Associate Professor,

Director of Behavioral

Health Equity Program.

Associate Vice Chair of

Psychology at BMC

Dr. Abigail Batchelder is an Associate Professor in the
Departments of Psychiatry and General Internal
Medicine at BU’s School of Medicine with a secondary
appointment in Community Health Sciences at BU's
School of Public Health. She is also director and
founder of the Behavioral Health Equity Program and
an affiliated investigator at the Fenway Institute. She
has been awarded 15 unique grants as principal
investigator. Her research aims to collaboratively
identify, adapt, and implement evidence-based
interventions with and for underserved people with
unmet psycho-behavioral needs, including people
with and vulnerable to HIV, people who use drugs,
and sexual and gender minority people with a goal of
increasing behavioral health equity.
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38887480/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33992767/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39317678/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40102349/
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The Providence/Boston CFAR Cores
are available to help you with your
research. Please click the link to

request services.

Request Core Services

ACKNOWLEDGE CFAR (P30AI042853)

Funding from NIH for the CFAR is dependent on evidence that the CFAR is providing value added in the

conduct of HIV/AIDS research. One way this support is documented is through the acknowledgement of the

Providence/Boston CFAR in publications, abstracts and presentations. If you have received funding,

consultation, mentorship, research support services, materials, training, access to shared equipment and/or

space from one of the CFAR Cores, please acknowledge the CFAR by using the following statement:

This work was facilitated by the Providence/Boston Center for AIDS Research (P30AI042853).

Subscribe to this Newsletter

The Providence/Boston Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) is a joint research effort between Brown University/Lifespan and Boston

University/Boston Medical Center. The Providence/Boston Center for AIDS research is devoted to the pursuit of translational research to

reduce the burden of HIV infection worldwide, with special focus on substance users, women, MSM, justice-involved persons, and at-risk

youth. To achieve this goal, we are committed to fostering emerging HIV investigators both domestically and within resource-limited

settings.
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